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INTRODUCTION

Arkansas’ Better Beginnings, a voluntary quality rating and improvement system, requires increasing progress by
providers in several component areas—administration, administrator and staff qualifications, professional
development, learning environment, facility assessment, and child health/development. Participating child care
providers’ quality ratings will be posted on the Better Beginnings Web site. This resource will help to inform
parents as they make decisions about care for their children.

CONTACTS

QRIS Name Better Beginnings

Arkansas Division of Child Care and Early Childhood Education, Arkansas

Organization .
& Department of Human Services

Start Date 2010

Web Site http://www.arbetterbeginnings.com/

RATING LEVELS AND ASSESSMENT METHODS

= levell
Levels = Level2
m  Level3

Building blocks:

To be eligible to participate, providers must have licenses in good standing. For
Level 2, providers must meet the requirements of that level and those of Level 1.
Level 3 can be achieved by meeting all of the standards in Levels 1 and 2.

Rating Assignment Method

General Requirements to To achieve Level 3, providers must meet all of the requirements for Level 1 and
Achieve Highest Level Level 2.
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To achieve Level 1, providers conduct a self-evaluation using an approved rating
tool for each age group served. Specific scores on these tools are required to
achieve Levels 2 and 3.

m  Early Childhood Environment Rating Scale—Revised;

Use of Environment Rating = Infant/Toddler Environment Rating Scale—Revised;
Scales (ERS) and Other m  Family Child Care Rating Scale-Revised;
Assessments

m  School-age Care Environment Rating Scale; or

m  Youth Program Quality Assessment.

To achieve Level 3 standards in “Administration,” a specific score is required on
the Program Administration Scale or the Business Administration Scale.

QRIS QUALITY STANDARDS

®  Administration
=  Administrator/staff/provider Qualifications and Professional Development

= Learning Environment
QRIS Quality Standards:
Categories and Web Site

= Environmental Assessment

m  Child Health and Development

Better Beginnings Rule Book
http://www.arbetterbeginnings.com/downloads/BB-Rule-Book 060110.pdf

m  Child care centers

m  Family child care homes
Provider Types and Groups of
Children Addressed in QRIS

Standards m  Preschool-age children

® Infants and toddlers

m  School-age children

= Children with special needs

Child care centers and family child care homes that are accredited are
Use of Accreditation considered certified. Additional documentation or reviews may be required to
determine level of Better Beginnings certification.

Office of Child Care’s National Center on Child Care Quality Improvement
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Accreditation Organizations
Accepted for QRIS

Commission on Accreditation of Rehabilitation Facilities: Child and Youth
Services Standards

Council on Accreditation, After School Programs (formerly National
AfterSchool Association)

National Association for the Education of Young Children, Academy for Early
Childhood Program Accreditation

National Association for Family Child Care

FINANCIAL INCENTIVES AND ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

Financial Incentives

Better Beginnings Incentive Grants

Arkansas allows qualified taxpayers to claim an additional 20 percent of
their Federal Child and Dependent Care Tax Credit if they incur child care
expenses at child care facilities certified at Better Beginnings Level 2 or Level
3.

Office of Child Care’s National Center on Child Care Quality Improvement



