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INTRODUCTION

The IdahoSTARS Quality Rating & Improvement System began statewide implementation in January 2010 after
pilot trials during 2007 and 2008. Administered by the Idaho Association for the Education of Young Children, the
system includes five levels and eight categories of quality standards. The goals of IdahoSTARS are to inform parent
choice, improve the quality of child care, and prevent child abuse and neglect by implementing the Strengthening
Families Through Early Care and Education initiative.

CONTACTS

QRIS Name IdahoSTARS Quality Rating and Improvement System
Organization Idaho Association for the Education of Young Children
Start Date 2010

Web Site http://www.idahoaeyc.org/idahostarsqgris.php

RATING LEVELS AND ASSESSMENT METHODS

m 1 Star
m 2 Stars
Levels = 3Stars
m 4 Stars
m 5 Stars
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Rating Assignment Method

Combination:

All providers must be licensed to participate. To earn stars, providers must meet
the requirements for the level they wish to achieve and those of the previous
levels. A minimum of 10 points is required to achieve 1 star; at least 41 points
are required to achieve 5 Stars.

General Requirements to
Achieve Highest Level

Points are earned to obtain each level. Providers must earn 41-50 points to
achieve 5 Stars.

Use of Environment Rating
Scales (ERS) and Other
Assessments

ERS scores are used to determine ratings at all levels.

QRIS QUALITY STANDARDS

QRIS Quality Standards:
Categories and Web Sites

There are separate sets of standards for child care centers and family child care
(FCC) homes.

= Environment

m  Education

m  Professional development
= Inclusion

m  Strengthening families

m  Child-staff ratio

®  Group size

m  Business practices

Child Care Center Standards,
http://www.idahoaeyc.org/pdfs/gris/standardsforcenter.pdf

Family Home and Group Child Care Standards,
http://www.idahoaeyc.org/pdfs/qris/standardsforhome.pdf

Office of Child Care’s National Center on Child Care Quality Improvement
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Provider Types and Groups of
Children Addressed in QRIS
Standards

m  Child care centers

m  FCC home providers

m  Large/group FCC home providers
= Infants and toddlers

m  Preschool-age children

m  School-age children

m  Children with special needs

Use of Accreditation

Accreditation is not included in the QRIS.

FINANCIAL INCENTIVES AND ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

Financial Incentives

m  Quality Improvement Funds — to help meet quality improvement goals

m QRIS Anniversary Award — based on goals set and met during the previous
year

m  Rating Improvement Awards — one-time award when a STAR rating is
earned

Office of Child Care’s National Center on Child Care Quality Improvement



