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INTRODUCTION

Indiana’s Paths to QUALITY started in one county in the State and was replicated statewide in 2008 and 2009. The
system is implemented in partnership with the Indiana Association of Child Care Resource and Referral and the
Indiana Association for the Education of Young Children. The standards for Paths to QUALITY are consistent but
tailored for family child care homes and for licensed centers and unlicensed registered ministries and include
several indicators for the care of infants and toddlers.

CONTACTS

QRIS Name Paths to QUALITY

Organization Indiana Family and Social Services Administration
Start Date 2008

Web Site http://www.in.gov/fssa/carefinder/2554.htm

RATING LEVELS AND ASSESSMENT METHODS

= Levell
Levels = Llevel 2
= Level 3
= level4

Building blocks:

Paths to QUALITY is a voluntary system. Level 1 requires that providers have
Rating Assignment Method current licenses that are in good standing; child care ministries must be
registered. For each remaining level, providers must meet the requirements of
that level and those of previous levels. Level 4 requires accreditation.
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General Requirements to
Achieve Highest Level

Licensed child care centers achieve Level 4 rating provided the following
standards are met:

m  Program meets all the requirements for Levels 1, 2, and 3.

m  Accreditation by a nationally recognized body, approved by the Bureau of
Child Care, has been achieved and maintained.

m  Director volunteers to informally mentor a program at Level 1, 2, or 3.

Use of Environment Rating
Scales (ERS) and Other
Assessments

ERS or other assessments are not used in the QRIS.

QRIS QUALITY STANDARDS

QRIS Quality Standards:
Categories and Web Sites

Indiana does not categorize its standards. The following is a list of topics covered

by the standards for licensed facilities.

m  Licensing compliance

m  Qualifications and training

m  Professional organization membership

m  Family communication

= Written emergency plan (for family child care (FCC) only)
= Policies and contracts with parents (for FCC only)

m  Program philosophy

m  Advisory structure (for child care centers only)

m  Classroom environment

= Developmentally appropriate materials/activities

QRIS Quality Standards:
Categories and Web Sites, cont.

= Infant/toddler indicators
m  Schedule of activities

m  Outdoor play

m  Reading to children

m  Program evaluation

m  Strategic planning

m  Program evaluation
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m  Curriculum
m  Support of child development
m  Children with special needs

m  Accreditation

Standards for Participation: Licensed Child Care Centers,
http://www.in.gov/fssa/files/CentersPTQStandards.pdf

Standards for Participation: Licensed Child Care Homes,
http://www.in.gov/fssa/files/HomesPTQStandards.pdf

Standards for Participation: Unlicensed Registered Child Care Ministries,
http://www.in.gov/fssa/files/MinistriesPTQStandards.pdf

Provider Types and Groups of
Children Addressed in QRIS
Standards

m  Child care centers

m  FCChomes

m  Unlicensed registered child care ministries
= Infants and toddlers

m  Preschool-age children

m  School-age children

= Children with special needs

Use of Accreditation

Accreditation is required to achieve Level 4 (i.e., the highest level).

Accreditation Organizations
Accepted for QRIS

m  Association for Christian Schools International
= Council on Accreditation

= National Association for the Education of Young Children, Academy for Early
Childhood Program Accreditation

= National Association for Family Child Care

m  National Early Childhood Program Accreditation
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FINANCIAL INCENTIVES AND ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

m  Tiered subsidy reimbursement

m  All providers that enroll in the Paths to QUALITY system receive a
Participation Incentive.

m  Enrolled providers that successfully complete Levels 2 and 3 are eligible for
one time noncash Recognition Awards upon attaining each level.

m  After completing the standards for Level 4, providers are eligible for a
Financial Incentives special one-time cash Recognition Award to mark their achievement of the
highest level of quality.

®  An Annual Level 4 Accreditation Maintenance Award is given to providers
that annually maintain the standards for Level 4 as well as accreditation
from an approved accrediting body.

m  Accreditation support

m  Teacher Education and Compensation Helps Early Childhood® Project

Indiana allows unlicensed (legally exempt) child care ministries to participate in
the QRIS. These programs must be registered to participate and there is a
separate set of QRIS standards for them.

Additional Information Paths to QUALITY standards about professional development and curricula
include references to Foundations to the Indiana Academic Standards for Young
Children Age Birth to Five, the early learning guidelines for children birth to age
5. Training on the foundations is required at Level 2; using a curriculum
consistent with the foundations is required at Level 3.
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