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INTRODUCTION

The goal of Kentucky’s KIDS (Kentucky Invests in Developing Success) NOW is for all young children in Kentucky to be
healthy and safe, possess the foundation that will enable school and personal success, and live in strong families
that are supported and strengthened within their communities. To reach this goal, Kentucky implemented the
STARS for KIDS NOW voluntary child care quality rating and improvement system. This system uses a scale of 1
through 4 STARS to identify levels of quality. All STAR levels surpass the minimum licensing requirements that all
programs must meet. Programs are assessed in the following areas: staff-child ratios, group size, curriculum, parent
involvement, training/education of staff, regulatory compliance, and personnel practices.

CONTACTS

QRIS Name STARS for KIDS NOW Child Care Quality Rating System

Organization Division of Child Care, Kentucky Department of Community Based Services
Start Date 2001

Web Site http://chfs.ky.gov/dcbs/dcc/stars/

RATING LEVELS AND ASSESSMENT METHODS

m levell

m  Level2
Levels

m  Level3

m  leveld
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Rating Assignment Method

Building blocks:

The STARS FOR KIDS NOW Child Care Quality Rating System is a voluntary
system. Providers participating in the QRIS must have a license or certification
(family child care (FCC)) in good standing. This is required at all levels of the
standards. For each level, providers must meet the requirements of that level
and those of previous levels.

General Requirements to
Achieve Highest Level

Level 4 is achieved by meeting the standards for Levels 1-3 and some additional
standards.

Use of Environment Rating
Scales (ERS) and Other
Assessments

ERS are required. Average scores are used to determine rating levels.

QRIS QUALITY STANDARDS

QRIS Quality Standards:
Categories and Web Site

There are separate sets of standards for licensed child care centers, licensed FCC
homes, and certified FCC homes.

m  Ratios

m  Curriculum

®  Training

m  Regulatory compliance

m  Personnel (for centers only)

®  Business practices (for FCC only)

http://chfs.ky.gov/dcbs/dcc/stars/starsproviderinfo.htm

Provider Types and Groups of
Children Addressed in QRIS
Standards

m  Child care centers (Type | Centers)

m  Licensed FCC homes (Type Il Centers)
m  Certified FCC homes

®m  Infants and toddlers

m  Preschool-age children

®  School-age children

Use of Accreditation

Accreditation is one of the criteria for the Level 4 curriculum standards.
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Accreditation Organizations
Accepted for QRIS

Council on Accreditation, After School Programs (formerly National AfterSchool
Association)

National Association for the Education of Young Children, Academy for Early
Childhood Program Accreditation

National Association for Family Child Care
National Early Childhood Program Accreditation

Southern Association of Colleges and Schools

FINANCIAL INCENTIVES AND ADDI

TIONAL INFORMATION

Financial Incentives

Tiered subsidy reimbursement

Participation/Star Achievement Awards are one-time cash awards given to all
participating providers for reaching each star level, beginning at Level 2 (with a
nominal participation award given for Level 1). At Levels 2—4, the size of the award is
based on facility size and ranges from $200 to $5,000.
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