*Office of Child Care

Child Care

® Technical
Statewi

Quality Rating and
Improvement System (QRIS)
Component

INTRODUCTION

National Center on Child Care Quality
Improvement

de QRIS Profile: Massachusetts

State Details

enable the State’s efforts to bu

Massachusetts fully implemented its Quality Rating and Improvement System as of March 2011. The QRIS will

ild an early childhood and afterschool system of care, as QRIS acts as a framework

for organizing all of the functions of these systems. The process for the development of the Massachusetts’ QRIS
included each of the components going through three phases: Design, Public Input, and Implementation, which
included a pilot period for each component. Massachusetts will use their Web-based data system to track the
progress of providers as they attain levels within the QRIS.
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Massachusetts Quality Rating and Improvement System
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Massachusetts Department of Early Education and Care
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2011
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http://www.eec.state.ma.us
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Rating Assignment Method

Building blocks:

The Massachusetts QRIS is a voluntary system. Level 1 is awarded to center-based
and family child care providers that are licensed in good standing or meet licensing
requirements if legally exempt. For each remaining level, providers must meet the
requirements of that level and those of previous levels.

General Requirements to
Achieve Highest Level

For each level, providers must meet the requirements of that level and those of
previous levels. Currently, there are four levels in the Massachusetts QRIS.

Use of Environment Rating
Scales (ERS) and Other

m  ERS scores are used to determine rating levels.

m  Requires assessments with the CLASS (Classroom Assessment Scoring System)
or Arnett Caregiver Interaction Scale to measure teacher-child relationships,

Assessments and the Program Administration Scale (PAS) for administration. Assessment
with the Business Administration Scale (BAS) is required for family child care
providers.

QRIS QUALITY STANDARDS

QRIS Quality Standards:
Categories and Web Site

®m  Curriculum and learning

m  Safe, healthy, indoor and outdoor environments

m  Workforce qualifications and professional development

m  Family and community engagement

= Leadership, management, and administration

Center and School Based QRIS Standards
http://www.eec.state.ma.us/docs1/board materials/20101214 gris standards ct
r_based.pdf

Family Child Care QRIS Standards

http://www.eec.state.ma.us/docsl/board materials/20101214 qgris standards fc
c.pdf

Office of Child Care’s National Center on Child Care Quality Improvement


http://www.eec.state.ma.us/docs1/board_materials/20101214_qris_standards_ctr_based.pdf
http://www.eec.state.ma.us/docs1/board_materials/20101214_qris_standards_ctr_based.pdf
http://www.eec.state.ma.us/docs1/board_materials/20101214_qris_standards_fcc.pdf
http://www.eec.state.ma.us/docs1/board_materials/20101214_qris_standards_fcc.pdf

Statewide QRIS Profile: Massachusetts

Quality Rating and

Improvement System (QRIS)
Component

State Details

Provider Types and Groups
of Children Addressed in
QRIS Standards

m  Child care centers

m  Family child care homes
m  Infants and toddlers

m  Preschool-age children
m  School-age children

m  Children with special needs

Use of Accreditation

Accreditation can be used as a method to document compliance with the
standards. QRIS standards are aligned to specific standards in the accreditation.

Accreditation Organizations
Accepted for QRIS

m  Council on Accreditation, After School Programs (formerly National
AfterSchool Association)

= National Association for the Education of Young Children, Academy for Early
Childhood Program Accreditation

= National Association for Family Child Care

FINANCIAL INCENTIVES AND A

DDITIONAL INFORMATION

Financial Incentives

m QRIS Program Improvement Grants of up to $10,000 will be awarded to 300 to
600 programs across the State through a Request for Proposal process.

Additional Information

Massachusetts has aligned the QRIS standards for center-based programs and
family child care homes with the Head Start Performance Standards. Programs and
providers have the option of documenting compliance with the Head Start
standards as a method to achieve the QRIS standards.

Office of Child Care’s National Center on Child Care Quality Improvement



