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INTRODUCTION

In 1999, the North Carolina Division of Child Development began issuing rated licenses to all eligible child care
centers and family child care homes. Facilities can receive one to five stars in the Star Rated License program. A
rating of one star means that a child care program meets North Carolina’s minimum licensing standards.
Programs that choose to voluntarily meet higher standards can apply for a two to five star license. In addition, all
classrooms in the More at Four prekindergarten program must achieve and maintain a four- or five-star license,
and meet additional requirements set by the Office of School Readiness.

CONTACTS

QRIS Name North Carolina Star Rated License

N Division of Child Development, North Carolina Department of Health and Human
Organization

Services
Start Date 1999
Web Site http://ncchildcare.dhhs.state.nc.us/parents/pr sn2 ov _sr.asp

RATING LEVELS AND ASSESSMENT METHODS

m  1-star license
m  2-star license
Levels m  3-star license
m  4-star license

m  5-starlicense
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Rating Assignment Method

Points system:

Points are earned in two standard components—education and program—to
obtain each level of the star-rated license.

General Requirements to
Achieve Highest Level

Points are earned in two standard components—education and program—to
obtain each level of the star-rated license. Providers must earn 13—15 points to
achieve a 5-star license.

QRIS QUALITY STANDARDS

QRIS Quality Standards:
Categories and Web Site

There is one set of standards for all facilities in two areas: program and
education. The following is a summary of what is included in each area.

Program standards
= Program environment
+ Sufficient space for activities
* Variety of play materials
¢ Clean and comfortable play area
m  Number of staff per child
m Interactions between the following:
¢ Adults and children
¢ Children with other children
¢ Children with activities and materials
Education standards
m  Education and experience levels of the administrator
= Number of lead teachers with child care credentials

®  Number of lead teachers with more early childhood education and
experience

m  Number of teachers with formal education and/or experience

http://ncchildcare.dhhs.state.nc.us/parents/pr_sn2 ov_sr.asp
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m  Child care centers

m  Family child care homes
= Infants and toddlers

m  Preschool-age children

m  School-age children

Use of Environment Rating
Scales (ERS) and Other
Assessments

Points are earned based on the average ERS score in each classroom.

Use of Accreditation

Accreditation is not included in North Carolina’s rated license.

FINANCIAL INCENTIVES AND ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

Financial Incentives

m  Tiered subsidy reimbursement
m  Teacher Education and Compensation Helps Early Childhood® Project
m  Child Care WAGES® Project salary supplements

m  North Carolina has a loan program to help providers make improvements to
their facilities. Providers that raise their star levels during the loan period
may have all or a portion of their loans converted to grants, depending on
the type of quality improvement.

Additional Information

All classrooms in the More at Four prekindergarten program must achieve and
maintain a 4- or 5-star license, and meet additional requirements set by the
Office of School Readiness.
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