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INTRODUCTION

Implemented in 1998, Oklahoma’s Reaching for the Stars is considered to be the first State comprehensive quality
rating and improvement system. It has four levels of child care program quality (One Star, One Star Plus, Two Star,
and Three Star) and all licensed child care providers are awarded at least one star. From its inception, Reaching for
the Stars has had three goals: to raise the Oklahoma Department of Human Services reimbursement rate, resulting
in more slots for children whose families receive child care assistance; to improve the competency level of child care
providers, in order to increase the overall quality of programs; and to provide a system whereby parents can
evaluate the quality of child care programs.

CONTACTS

QRIS Name Reaching for the Stars

Organization Division of Child Care, Oklahoma Department of Human Services
Start Date 1998

Web Site http://www.okdhs.org/programsandservices/cc/stars/

RATING LEVELS AND ASSESSMENT METHODS

m  Onestar

m  One star plus
Levels P
m  Two stars

m  Three stars

Building blocks:

All licensed providers are automatically designated as one star in Reaching for
the Stars. For each remaining level, providers must meet the requirements of
that level and those of previous levels. Three-star providers are accredited.

Rating Assignment Method
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General Requirements to
Achieve Highest Level

To be approved at the three-star level, providers must meet all one-star-plus
and two-star criteria, except the criteria on environmental rating scale (ERS)
assessments, and be accredited by an approved national accrediting body.

Use of Environment Rating
Scales and Other Assessments

Oklahoma requires programs to be assessed with ERS, but does not tie particular
scores to the ratings. Oklahoma also recognizes the Child and Caregiver
Interaction Scale, Arnett Caregiver Interaction Scale, Early Learning and Literacy
Classroom Observation tool, and Program Administration Scale. Assessments
are not required for programs accredited by an approved national accrediting
body.

QRIS QUALITY STANDARDS

QRIS Quality Standards:
Categories and Web Site

There are separate standards for child care centers and family child care (FCC)
homes.

m Licensing status and compliance

m  Administrative

= Qualifications and training (for directors, staff, and providers)
m  Learning environment

m  Parent involvement

m  Program evaluation

m  Master teachers (for centers only)

http://www.okdhs.org/library/policy/oac340/110/01/0008003.htm

Provider Types and Groups of
Children Addressed in QRIS
Standards

m  Child care centers
m  FCChomes
m  Preschool-age children

m  School-age children

Use of Accreditation

Accreditation is required to be a three-star provider (i.e., the highest level).
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Accreditation Organizations
Accepted for QRIS

Association for Christian Schools International
Council on Accreditation

Council on Accreditation, After School Programs (formerly National
AfterSchool Association)

National Accreditation Commission for Early Care and Education Programs

National Association for the Education of Young Children, Academy for Early
Childhood Program Accreditation

National Association for Family Child Care

National Early Childhood Program Accreditation

FINANCIAL INCENTIVES AND ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

Financial Incentives

Tiered subsidy reimbursement

The Scholars for Excellence in Child Care initiative provides scholarships to
help pay for tuition, fees, and books. To qualify, child care providers must
work in one-star-plus or above child care facilities that are licensed by the
Department of Human Services or tribes and care for subsidized children (at
least 10 percent of children in care must receive subsidies).

REWARD Oklahoma salary supplements
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