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INTRODUCTION 

Quality First, a program of First Things First, aims to improve the quality of early learning for children birth to 5 
across Arizona. To measure progress, each program enrolled in the voluntary QRIS is assessed and given a Quality 
First Star Rating, ranging from 1 to 5 stars. The first two levels (Rising Star and Progressing Star) show that a 
program is approaching quality standards. The top three levels (Quality, Quality Plus, and Highest Quality) 
demonstrate that the programs meet or exceed the quality standards of the QRIS. 

CONTACTS 

QRIS Name Quality First 

Organization First Things First 

Web Site http://qualityfirstaz.com/ 

RATING LEVELS AND ASSESSMENT METHODS 

Levels 

 One star (Rising Star) 

 Two stars (Progressing Star) 

 Three stars (Quality) 

 Four stars (Quality Plus) 

 Five stars (Highest Quality) 

Rating Assignment Method 

Point system: 
Ratings for the first two levels are based on average programs scores on the 
environment rating scales (ERS). For levels 3–5, programs are rated based on 
achieving specific ERS and Classroom Assessment Scoring System (CLASS) scores 
and earning points in the three standards areas on the Quality First Points Scale. 

http://qualityfirstaz.com/
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Use of Environment Rating 
Scales (ERS) and Other 
Assessments 

Assessment scores are used to determine rating levels.  
 
ERS are used to assess components of a program’s learning environment.  
 
CLASS examines the quality of the interaction between teachers and children.  
 

The Quality First Points Scale is a tool designed by First Things First to assess 
three additional evidence-based components of quality: staff qualifications, 
administrative practices, and curriculum and child assessment. 

Program Assessments Included 
in QRIS 

 Early Childhood Environment Rating Scale-Revised (ECERS-R) 

 Infant/Toddler Environment Rating Scale-Revised (ITERS-R) 

 Family Child Care Environment Rating Scale-Revised (FCCERS-R) 

 Classroom Assessment Scoring System (CLASS) 

 Quality First Points Scale 

QRIS QUALITY STANDARDS 

QRIS Quality Standards: 
Categories and Web Site 

 Administration 

 Administrator/staff/provider qualifications/professional development 

 Learning environment 

 Environment assessment 

 Child/youth health and development 

 
Quality First Points Scale 

http://qualityfirstaz.com/providers/star-
ratings/Quality%20First%20Points%20Scale.pdf 

Programs Eligible to 
Participate in QRIS 

 Licensed Child Care Centers 

 Certified Family Child Care Homes 

 Tribally or Militarily Approved Child Care Facilities 

http://qualityfirstaz.com/providers/star-ratings/Quality%20First%20Points%20Scale.pdf
http://qualityfirstaz.com/providers/star-ratings/Quality%20First%20Points%20Scale.pdf
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Use of Accreditation 

Accreditation is not included in the QRIS. 

Accreditation Organizations 
Accepted for QRIS 

FINANCIAL INCENTIVES 

Financial Incentives 

 Quality First Incentive Funds 

 Quality First Scholarships , which help providers fill paid slots in their 
program by assisting low-income families with children birth to age 5 afford 
quality child care 

 Assistance with Department of Health Services licensing fees 

 T.E.A.C.H. Early Childhood ® Arizona Scholarships for providers 

 


